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NEWS AS IT HAPPENS:
OLMSTED FALLS SCHOOLS ON
FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM & TWITTER
There are great things happening every day across 
the Olmsted Falls City School District! Keep up with 
the news and information via the district’s social 
media channels.

facebook.com/olmstedfallsschools

instagram.com/ofcsdistrict

@OFCSDistrict

The Olmsted Falls City School District hereby gives notice that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, or disability in the educational programs and activities operated by the district.

Summer 
Learning 
in Bulldog 
Country

More than 300 Bulldog students participated in 
summer learning opportunities in Olmsted Falls 
City Schools thanks to funding available through 
federal Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief [ESSER] funds. The availability 
of these ESSER funds, established in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, provided Olmsted 

Falls City Schools with the resources to expand summer learning 
opportunities this year. 
More than 15 staff members developed a collection of engaging 
summer courses for students in grades 1-12 which took place in 
August. These locally designed classes focused on a variety of 
special topics targeted to specific grade levels including theater, 
music, conservation, sports writing, coding, film, technology, college 
essay writing, AP bootcamp and more!  
In addition to this collection of uniquely themed summer courses, 
the district also provided targeted intervention services for students 
in grades K-5. More than 20 Bulldog staff members supported these 
intervention efforts to help students identified as being in need of 
an extra boost in the areas of reading and/or math skills. Olmsted 
Falls City Schools places high priority on the continual monitoring 
of student learning and on providing extra support where needed to 
ensure student success.  

High school students get a course overview and helpful 
tips during Dr. Mercer’s Advanced Placement United 
States History Bootcamp course.

Elementary students enjoy a session of Mr. Bartkowski’s 
Lights Up, Bulldogs: An Introduction to Drama! class 
offered for students entering grades 1-3 this summer.
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We are full steam ahead with 
the 2021-2022 school year, and 
so grateful to have students back 
in our buildings, in person, five 
days a week. While the pandemic 
is not yet behind us, we were 
able to open this new year with 
a focus on returning to the 
traditional classroom learning 
and extracurricular activities our 
Bulldog families and community 
value and expect. Sensible health 
and safety protocols remain a 
priority and we appreciate the 
ongoing support and flexibility of 
our staff, students and families 
as we continue to monitor local 
COVID data and activate the 
district’s facial covering policy 
when needed.    
Our students definitely returned 
ready to learn and excited to be 
back in our school buildings full 
time! Many took advantage of 
summer learning opportunities 
provided by the district through the 
use of Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief [ESSER] 
funds. Our own Bulldog staff 
members developed a variety of 
engaging programming for Bulldog 
students. From elective-style, in-
person enrichment classes to a 
variety of subject and skill focused 
learning links, we were pleased to 
be able to provide these summer 
resources.   

With fall now in full swing, 
athletics and arts activities are 
well underway and thriving – yet 
another sign of renewal and a 
return of normalcy in Bulldog 
country. In our buildings, 
classrooms are buzzing with 
student engagement and excitement 
over being back full-time. Our 
administrators and staff haven’t 
missed a beat as they are truly 
dedicated each day to finding 
new ways to inspire and empower 
students. Our community 
partnerships are also thriving once 
again with the ability to reconnect 
in person. 
As a learning organization, 
Olmsted Falls City School District 
remains dedicated to ensuring we 
are providing high quality, well-
rounded, and engaging educational 
opportunities for our students 
each day. We look forward to 
being able to further and more 
directly engage with our school 
families and community about the 
educational experiences you value 
most, and work on new ways to 
report our district’s many stories of 
success. This year, we are excited 
to begin the process of building 
a True Accountability system for 
Olmsted Falls Schools. Our district 
has joined other school districts 
across the state, and around the 

By Superintendent 
Jim Lloyd, Ed.D.THE BULLDOG WAY

country, in this long-overdue 
effort to provide more meaningful 
accountability measures for local 
communities. Read more inside 
about how Olmsted Falls City 
Schools is leading the way to True 
Accountability. 
In closing, we continue to be 
incredibly appreciative of the 
ongoing support of our staff, our 
students and their families, and 
our entire Bulldog community.  
Keeping students in school, in 
person, remains our top priority 
and your support makes this 
possible! Thank you!
Sincerely, 
Dr. Jim Lloyd

Starting Strong, Staying Strong

Fall 2021

With help from several students, 
Dr. Lloyd officially opened the 
new Book Vending Machine at 
Falls-Lenox Primary School in 
September. See story and more 
photos inside.
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Remaining on Track for
Continued Financial Improvement

FINANCIAL FORECAST

Fiscal Year In 
Review
The month of June 
is always the final 
chapter of the 
District’s financial 
performance for the 
fiscal year, which 
runs annually from 
July 1 through June 
30. For Olmsted Falls 
City Schools, Fiscal 
Year 21 (July 1, 2020 
- June 30, 2021) was 
a challenging time. In 
July 2020, our general 
fund hit rock bottom 
with an ending cash 
balance of $75,000.  
In the months prior 
to that reality, several 

key changes were made, and we had started to realize 
the effects of the recently passed levy. In order to 
ensure payroll and other operating expenses were able 
to be met, the district borrowed $2.5M through a Tax 
Anticipation Note (TAN). That money was placed on 
the sidelines to be used only if necessary. Through 
the results realized from expense reduction measures 
and the benefits received from federal assistance as 
a result of the pandemic, the proceeds from the TAN 
remain fully intact, and we will begin the three year 
repayment process this fall.
FY21 ended with a general fund cash balance of 
$6.17M, inclusive of the TAN. This provides the 
district with a bit more breathing room, but work 
still remains. Our efforts center around stabilization, 
projections, predictability, and transparency. We hold 
ourselves accountable and evaluate ourselves in how 
we perform financially, and we want to make certain 
that we are keeping everyone informed as to our 
standing throughout the year.

Primary Revenue Resources
The revenue challenges in our district remain. We have 
two primary sources at this time, State Aid and Real 
Estate Tax. Both sources are fairly stable, yet neither 
provides much, if any, growth potential. The State did 
implement a new funding methodology this year, but 
it provided very little increase to us over the next two 
years. Olmsted Falls is considered a wealthy district 
by the State of Ohio, therefore the aid our district 
receives from the State is less than those districts at 
the other end of the wealth scale. Real estate levies 
are designed to bring in fixed dollar amounts and 
effective millage is adjusted by the county auditor to 
bill and collect at that voted amount. Our growth is 
limited to inside millage and new construction. As we 
are completing the triennial update, we do anticipate 
a slight increase in real estate collections due to those 
two factors. These increases have previously been 
included in our forecasts.

Refinancing of Prior Bond
As the voting community has been supportive of 
OFCS over the years, we always want to ensure that 
we are doing our best to structure, and restructure 

debt in a manner that provides the least 
amount of burden to the taxpayer. As 
such, in reviewing our current bond 
debt, we’ve found an opportunity 
to potentially refund or ‘refinance’ 

some outstanding debt in a manner 
that may be able to  save our taxpayers 

money over the remaining life of the bonds. We’ll 
continue to monitor the situation with the positive 
support of the Board of Education, the law firm of 
Squire Patton Boggs LLP as Bond Counsel, and Stifel 
Nicolaus & Company as our Underwriters.
We’ll continue our quest to be good stewards 
of the taxpayer dollars, working to leverage our 
resources with maximum efficiency, to provide the 
best educational opportunities for our students and 
maintain a school system of which our community 
remains proud supporters.

Brett Robson, Treasurer, 
Chief Financial Officer

We’ll continue our 
quest to be good 
stewards of the 
taxpayer dollars...
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CHILD FIND NOTICE
School districts across the State participate in an effort to 
identify, locate and evaluate all children from birth through 
21 years of age who may have disabilities. Disability, in 
this instance, means such conditions as hearing or visual 
impairments, speech or language impairments, learning 
or behavioral disabilities, multiple disabilities, other health 
impairments, physical impairments, autism and traumatic 
brain injury as defined by the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA). A referral may be initiated by parents or 
agencies knowledgeable of the child’s needs. Upon receipt 
of a referral, Olmsted Falls City Schools will seek further 
information about the child using a variety of possible sources 
such as interviews, screening and testing to determine 
whether the child qualifies for special education services.  All 
information will be held in strict confidence and released only 
with parental permission or as required by law. Please contact 
Dr. Shannon Goss, Director of Student Services at (440) 427-
6530 or sgoss@ofcs.net for more information or assistance.

EARLY ENTRANCE NOTICE
Children must be five years old by August 1st to enroll for 
Kindergarten classes in Olmsted Falls School District. The 
District is frequently contacted with questions regarding early 
entrance of children into Kindergarten. According to Ohio 
Administrative Code, if a child does not turn age 5 by the 
District cut-off date (August 1st) but turns 5 by January 1st, 
the parent may request that the child be tested for possible 
placement in Kindergarten. Children who do not meet the 
mandatory cut-off date (August 1st) cannot be admitted 
into Kindergarten unless they meet the criteria for early 
admission pursuant with the District’s adopted Acceleration 
Policy for Advanced Learners. The standards, which have 
been established by the District for the purpose of early 
admittance, emphasize skills and characteristics which 
correlate with success in an academically-oriented program. 
The evaluation is designed to identify those children who 
are functioning at a superior level in all developmental areas 
including intelligence, academic readiness, social/emotional 
maturity, verbal abilities and physical development. To discuss 
the appropriateness of early entrance for an individual child, 
please contact Olmsted Falls Early Childhood Center Principal 
Mrs. Dora Bechtel at (440) 427-6360 or dbechtel@ofcs.net, or 
Assistant Superintendent Mrs. Kelli Cogan at (440) 427-6000 
or kcogan@ofcs.net.

FEDERAL FUNDS NOTICE
Federal Funds are provided to school districts on an annual 
basis for specific programs.  Though these Federal Funds 
amount to less than 3% of the total general fund, they are 
used judiciously to supplement District teaching and learning 
programs in areas such as special education, reading, math, 
professional development, and early childhood education. If 
you wish to provide input or have questions, please contact 
Mrs. Kelli Cogan, Assistant Superintendent, at (440) 427-6000 
or kcogan@ofcs.net, or Dr. Shannon Goss, Director of Student 
Services, at (440) 427-6530 or sgoss@ofcs.net.

GIFTED IDENTIFICATION NOTICE
The Olmsted Falls City Schools gifted identification plan 
identifies students in the areas of superior cognitive ability, 
specific academic ability, creative thinking ability, and visual 
and/or performing arts ability. The identification process 
consists of three phases: referral, screening and assessment.  
Specific criteria for identification are used for each area. 

A teacher or parent may refer children for identification by 
completing and submitting the application form, available at 
each building, during the first week in September or the first 
week in March. Additional information may be obtained by 
contacting Mrs. Kelli Cogan, Assistant Superintendent at (440) 
427-6000 or kcogan@ofcs.net. 

PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TRANSPORTATION 
Those parents or guardians of students in grades K-8 who 
reside in Olmsted Falls City School District but attend a 
chartered non-public elementary or secondary school that 
we do not provide transportation to may be eligible for 
reimbursement for transportation. The school of attendance 
must be 30 minutes or less traveling time via school bus from 
the Olmsted Falls school that the student would normally 
attend. Travel time is calculated from portal-to-portal at the 
time the bus would normally transport a student to school in 
the morning. If you feel that you may qualify for Payment in 
Lieu of Transportation, a written request must be received 
by December 1, 2021. Please submit to Board of Education, 
Attn: Director of Business, P.O. Box. 38010, Olmsted Falls, 
OH, 44138. Please include in your correspondence: name 
and grade of student, name and complete address of the 
non-public school the student attends, and your contact 
information. 

STUDENT DIRECTORY INFORMATION 
NOTICE
The Olmsted Falls School District designates the following 
items as “Directory Information:” a student’s name; address; 
telephone number; date and place of birth; major field of 
study; participation in officially-recognized activities and 
sports; height and weight, if a member of an athletic team; 
dates of attendance; date of graduation; awards received; 
honor rolls; or scholarships. Parents and/or eligible students 
have ten (10) days after receipt of this public notice to view 
the student’s “Directory Information” and to provide notice in 
writing to the school district that they choose not to have this 
information released. Unless notified to the contrary in writing 
within the ten (10) school-day period, the school may disclose 
any of these items designated as “Directory Information” 
without prior written consent. Directory information shall not 
be provided to any organization for profit-making purposes. 
The Board shall not permit the collection, disclosure, or use of 
personal information collected from students for the purpose 
of marketing or for selling that information (or otherwise 
providing that information to others for that purpose).

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE
Voluntary Student Accident Insurance is available.  An 
information link is accessible on-line. If interested in obtaining 
a form or additional information, please visit www.ofcs.net and 
click on OFCS District Forms/Links through navigation at top 
of page.

ASBESTOS REPORT INFORMATION
Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), the Asbestos 
Abatement Contractors Licensing Act, and the Ohio Public 
Employment Risk Reduction Act (PERRA), Olmsted Falls 
Schools recognizes the responsibility to maintain a program 
of periodic surveillance and inspection of facilities containing 
asbestos. To that end, Olmsted Falls Board of Education 
provides a “Notification of Progress of Asbestos Related 
Activities” report for review in all District buildings and online 
at www.ofcs.net.

ANNUAL NOTICES
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This year’s 
first round of 
“Bulldog Best” 
award winners 
at Falls-Lenox 
Primary School 
were thrilled 
to be part of 
the official 
unveiling of the 
new Bulldog 
Book Vending 
Machine in early 
September. A 
ribbon cutting 
got the morning 
started, 
followed by a steady stream of Bulldog Best winners with shiny 
new tokens in hand! Each student got to use the token and select a 
book of their choosing from this exciting new machine! Every week, 
teachers from each class nominate a student for the Bulldog Best 
award for exemplifying the Bulldog Way by being safe, respectful, 
responsible and kind! The custom Bulldog-themed machine was 
purchased by the District.  Falls-Lenox/ECC PTA partnered with 
the building to donate an awesome collection of brand new books 
to stock the amazing new machine.  Students are so excited for 
their chance to use the Bulldog Book Vending Machine!  What a 
fantastic new addition to the building! 

Bulldog Book Vending Machine Delivers Books 
and Smiles to Bulldog Best Winners

Top left: The new 
Bulldog Book Vending 
Machine at Falls-Lenox 
Primary School awaits 
official unveiling.
Top right: Students, 
staff and PTA celebrate 
the arrival of the Book 
Vending Machine.
Bottom left: A 
brief ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and we’re in 
business!
Bottom right: Now we 
have to decide which 
book to choose.
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At its Annual President’s Dinner held September 1, 2021, Playhouse 
Square shined a spotlight on innovative efforts at our Olmsted Falls 
Early Childhood Center to continue to provide enriching theatre 
experiences for students. While not able to host traditional, in-person 
field trips to Playhouse Square last year due to theater closures 
associated with the pandemic, Playhouse Square provided opportunities 

for students across the region to experience 
performances virtually.  
Kindergarten teacher Ms. Tami Doyle 
got extra creative and, with the support 
of Falls-Lenox/ECC PTA, led an effort 
to take the whole experience up a level 
for her classroom and the neighboring 
kindergarten class of Mrs. Lauri Roberto.  
They not only streamed the performance 
of the play “The Snail and The Whale” 
for their students, but also replicated the 
theater experience right here at the ECC.  
Students dressed up for school on the day 
of the event, had customized theater tickets 
in hand, and walked a red carpet where 
they were met by “Red Coat Ushers” (just 
like at Playhouse Square!) who escorted 
them to individually assigned seats.  
Classroom seating was reinvented into 
theater-style with carpet squares serving as 

“floor” seats, milk crates as “mezzanine” seats and regular classroom 
chairs making up the “balcony.” Before the play began, students were 
treated to a virtual tour of the beautiful Playhouse Square complex 
as well as the preshow “Buzz Talk” led by Mrs. Lauri Roberto who 
utilized online material provided by the theatre. After the show, 
students participated in on-camera, post-show interviews to share their 
reactions! 

Playhouse Square Highlights 
Early Childhood Center 
Partnership and Innovation

Kindergarten teacher 
Ms. Doyle speaks to 
guests at Playhouse 
Square’s Annual 
President’s Dinner 
about the innovative 
efforts to enhance 
the virtual theater 
experience for a 
group of kindergarten 
students at the Early 
Childhood Center.

Playhouse Square was so impressed 
with the innovations that Ms. Doyle 
and her team brought to the program 
that they invited her to speak about 
it at their annual President’s Dinner 
hosted for Playhouse Square donors in 
early September. While in-person field 
trips to Playhouse Square are planned 
to resume for our students this school 
year, Ms. Doyle noted that the ECC will 
also plan to pursue more virtual theater 
opportunities as well - with efforts 
expanding to all ten kindergarten 
classes this year. Our youngest Bulldogs 
can look forward to their traditional in-
person trip to the theater, plus another 
virtual theater experience (“Billy 
Goats Gruff & Other Puppet Tales”) – 
doubling their exposure to the world of 
performing arts!

Olmsted NL Fall '21 v2.indd   3 11/9/21   8:57 AM



Our SCHOOL REPORT

The Olmsted Falls Board of Education and district 
administrators honored retiring Director of Business Affairs 
Tim Atkinson in July with news that the district’s transportation 
headquarters, located on Schady Road, is being named in his 
honor. During his last official Board meeting, in front of family 
members and colleagues, Mr. Atkinson was surprised with the 
unveiling of the new official sign that will sit at the entrance of 
the OFCS Atkinson Transportation Facility! 
The naming of district transportation headquarters in Mr. 
Atkinson’s honor is a well-deserved tribute to his extensive 
contributions to Olmsted Falls City Schools over the course 
of his 43-year career. Mr. Atkinson has served in various 
capacities with the district including driver, transportation 
supervisor and Director of Business Affairs. His first two 
years of service were actually working for his brother in 
transportation services when it was a separate entity from the 
school district. 
“Mr. Atkinson epitomizes what it means to be a Bulldog 
and has been a role model and mentor to many Bulldog staff 
members for more than four decades,” said Dr. Jim Lloyd, 
Superintendent of Olmsted Falls City Schools. “Mr. Atkinson’s 
family has been part of the Olmsted Falls School District for 97 
years in some way, shape or form. Tim has added to that legacy. 

District Transportation Headquarters Gets New 
Name in Honor of Long-Time Bulldog Tim Atkinson

Long-time Bulldog Tim Atkinson (far right), pictured 
with wife Elaine, son John and daughter-in-law Alexis. 

He has set the tone and laid a strong foundation for our district’s 
continuing operational excellence.” 
Tim and his family truly define what a legacy is in our school 
community and we are thrilled to recognize him in this way. 
The new sign will be installed in front of the transportation 
facility sometime this fall. Congratulations to Mr. Atkinson and 
best wishes in retirement! 

Clearly the last 18 months have been 
a very significant challenge for school 
systems around the world. While it would 
be very easy to simply circle the wagons, 
and lay low, we will not do that. We’ve 
dubbed this year the Year of Community 
Engagement and Transformative 
Accountability because we need to re-
engage with our community of parents 
and citizens, and focus on our exciting 
future. 
During the district’s last operating 
levy campaign, many citizens attended 
meetings and asked great questions. As 
a result, our Treasurer (Brett Robson) 
has assembled a group of community 
members to learn more about the 
district’s fiscal status and budgeting 
process. While we have some time until 
the next operating levy, we need to 
engage our citizens and ask them what 
kind of school district they are willing to 
fund. While no one likes to pay property 
taxes, operating a school district costs 
money, and in Ohio operating levies are 
necessary in order to maintain a high 
quality school district like Olmsted Falls. 

Where We’re Headed
The treasurer and I will find more ways 
to engage our community members and 
provide the opportunity for you to ask 
questions about how we conduct our 
business and why we do the things that 
we do.
The district also continues to investigate 
ways to engage our stakeholders and 
report on how we are holding to our 
vision of inspiring and empowering 
students. While seemingly difficult 
concepts to measure and report on, 
we are part of a consortium of school 
districts in Ohio who will be learning 
about organizational accountability 
and we will seek to create a new and 
innovative way to report on the benefits 
that our school system provides to 
students. 
Our state elected officials resort to 
scores on standardized tests and report 
these as school quality measures. In 
addition, they use the same scores and 
claim that it determines whether or not 
a student is “prepared for success.”  The 
problem with this approach is that there 
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Olmsted Falls City School District is 
honored to earn the Best Communities 
for Music Education designation from 
The NAMM Foundation for outstanding 
commitment to music education for 
the 15th year in a row! The Best 
Communities for Music Education 
designation is awarded to districts 
across the country that demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in efforts to 
provide music access and education to 
all students.
“Music continues to be a cornerstone of 
the Triple A experiences in academics, 
arts and athletics provided to students 

OFCS Earns Best Communities for Music Education 
Designation for 15th Year!

in Olmsted Falls Schools,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Jim Lloyd. “We are 
extremely proud to receive this national 
recognition again this year, and want to 
acknowledge the hard work, creativity, 
and flexibility that our outstanding 
music teachers, dedicated students and 
supportive community showed this 
year.”  
Olmsted Falls City Schools is one 
of only 686 school districts across 
the nation to receive the 2021 Best 
Communities for Music Education 
designation. The national award 
program recognizes outstanding efforts 

by teachers, administrators, parents, 
students and community leaders who 
have made music education part of a 
well-rounded education. Designations 
are made to districts that demonstrate 
an exceptionally high commitment 
and access to music education. 
Congratulations to Olmsted Falls City 
Schools!

The Olmsted community gathered 
on August 13, 2021 to celebrate 2009 
Olmsted Falls High School alumna 
Katie Nageotte for bringing home 
the GOLD medal in the Women’s 
Pole Vault at the Tokyo 2020 
Summer Olympics! More than 2,500 joined the festivities which 
took place on Vitamix Field at Charles A. Harding Memorial 
Stadium.  In advance of the event, community members lined 
Bagley Road to cheer on Katie as she arrived at her alma mater 
via Olmsted Falls Fire Truck. Bulldog pride was out in full force 
with the OFHS Marching Band and Cheerleaders 
on hand to kick off the celebration and welcome 
Katie as she took the field escorted by the Bulldog 
mascot! A thunderstorm briefly paused the 
program and caused the event to move inside to 
the OFHS Main Gym, where the program resumed 
without missing a beat. Once inside, the crowd got 
to hear from their hometown Olympian as Katie 
made remarks about her amazing experience and 
thanked the community for its longtime support.  
The event also featured a video montage of Katie’s 
pole vaulting career including footage and photos 
from her time at OFHS all the way up through 
her winning pole vault in Tokyo – which garnered 
loud cheers from the crowd. Congratulations again 
to Katie on this incredible accomplishment! The 
Bulldog school community is so proud!

Olympian Katie 
Nageotte Brings 
Gold Home to 
Bulldog Country

Following the formal program, community 
members lined up for a special meet and greet 
opportunity with the new Gold Medalist. Katie 
greeted fans and signed photos late into the 
evening, staying until she had the opportunity to 
connect with every last person in line!    
This event was made possible through the 
coordination and collaboration of the City of 
Olmsted Falls, Olmsted Township and Olmsted 
Falls City Schools. An extra special thank you 
goes out to our local and regional safety forces 
for their dedication and comprehensive support 
in ensuring a safe event. Local businesses and 
organizations including American Legion Post 
717, Angelina’s Pizza, Boy Scout Pack #102, 
DJ Melanie, Heidelberg Distributing, Master 
Printing, Olmsted Falls Athletic Boosters, 
Pioneer Athletics, Shaker’s IGA, Tony K’s and 
United Rentals also supported the event with 
donations and/or volunteers.  
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is no evidence to suggest that scoring 
well on standardized tests improves 
the long-term outcomes for students. In 
fact, such a model shrinks the content 
of the curriculum and focuses on high 
test scores rather than deep and engaged 
learning.  
Over the course of the next 18 to 24 
months a group of internal stakeholders 
will learn more about how to create and 
implement a school district accountability 
model that will be focused on making our 
organization greater. Rather than looking 
at what happened last year using what is 
essentially a rear view mirror approach, 
we will employ a forward facing design 
that’ll focus on the benefits that students, 
parents and citizens want and expect 
from their school district. That which 
we communicate will be in a language 
that is easily understood and one that 
purposefully removes the educational 
jargon. I look forward to reporting more 
about this to you as we engage in some 
very significant professional learning as a 
school district. 
- Dr. Jim Lloyd
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Long-time Bulldog Tim Atkinson (far right), pictured 
with wife Elaine, son John and daughter-in-law Alexis. 
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Tim and his family truly define what a legacy is in our school 
community and we are thrilled to recognize him in this way. 
The new sign will be installed in front of the transportation 
facility sometime this fall. Congratulations to Mr. Atkinson and 
best wishes in retirement! 

Clearly the last 18 months have been 
a very significant challenge for school 
systems around the world. While it would 
be very easy to simply circle the wagons, 
and lay low, we will not do that. We’ve 
dubbed this year the Year of Community 
Engagement and Transformative 
Accountability because we need to re-
engage with our community of parents 
and citizens, and focus on our exciting 
future. 
During the district’s last operating 
levy campaign, many citizens attended 
meetings and asked great questions. As 
a result, our Treasurer (Brett Robson) 
has assembled a group of community 
members to learn more about the 
district’s fiscal status and budgeting 
process. While we have some time until 
the next operating levy, we need to 
engage our citizens and ask them what 
kind of school district they are willing to 
fund. While no one likes to pay property 
taxes, operating a school district costs 
money, and in Ohio operating levies are 
necessary in order to maintain a high 
quality school district like Olmsted Falls. 

Where We’re Headed
The treasurer and I will find more ways 
to engage our community members and 
provide the opportunity for you to ask 
questions about how we conduct our 
business and why we do the things that 
we do.
The district also continues to investigate 
ways to engage our stakeholders and 
report on how we are holding to our 
vision of inspiring and empowering 
students. While seemingly difficult 
concepts to measure and report on, 
we are part of a consortium of school 
districts in Ohio who will be learning 
about organizational accountability 
and we will seek to create a new and 
innovative way to report on the benefits 
that our school system provides to 
students. 
Our state elected officials resort to 
scores on standardized tests and report 
these as school quality measures. In 
addition, they use the same scores and 
claim that it determines whether or not 
a student is “prepared for success.”  The 
problem with this approach is that there 
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Olmsted Falls City School District is 
honored to earn the Best Communities 
for Music Education designation from 
The NAMM Foundation for outstanding 
commitment to music education for 
the 15th year in a row! The Best 
Communities for Music Education 
designation is awarded to districts 
across the country that demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in efforts to 
provide music access and education to 
all students.
“Music continues to be a cornerstone of 
the Triple A experiences in academics, 
arts and athletics provided to students 

OFCS Earns Best Communities for Music Education 
Designation for 15th Year!

in Olmsted Falls Schools,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Jim Lloyd. “We are 
extremely proud to receive this national 
recognition again this year, and want to 
acknowledge the hard work, creativity, 
and flexibility that our outstanding 
music teachers, dedicated students and 
supportive community showed this 
year.”  
Olmsted Falls City Schools is one 
of only 686 school districts across 
the nation to receive the 2021 Best 
Communities for Music Education 
designation. The national award 
program recognizes outstanding efforts 

by teachers, administrators, parents, 
students and community leaders who 
have made music education part of a 
well-rounded education. Designations 
are made to districts that demonstrate 
an exceptionally high commitment 
and access to music education. 
Congratulations to Olmsted Falls City 
Schools!

The Olmsted community gathered 
on August 13, 2021 to celebrate 2009 
Olmsted Falls High School alumna 
Katie Nageotte for bringing home 
the GOLD medal in the Women’s 
Pole Vault at the Tokyo 2020 
Summer Olympics! More than 2,500 joined the festivities which 
took place on Vitamix Field at Charles A. Harding Memorial 
Stadium.  In advance of the event, community members lined 
Bagley Road to cheer on Katie as she arrived at her alma mater 
via Olmsted Falls Fire Truck. Bulldog pride was out in full force 
with the OFHS Marching Band and Cheerleaders 
on hand to kick off the celebration and welcome 
Katie as she took the field escorted by the Bulldog 
mascot! A thunderstorm briefly paused the 
program and caused the event to move inside to 
the OFHS Main Gym, where the program resumed 
without missing a beat. Once inside, the crowd got 
to hear from their hometown Olympian as Katie 
made remarks about her amazing experience and 
thanked the community for its longtime support.  
The event also featured a video montage of Katie’s 
pole vaulting career including footage and photos 
from her time at OFHS all the way up through 
her winning pole vault in Tokyo – which garnered 
loud cheers from the crowd. Congratulations again 
to Katie on this incredible accomplishment! The 
Bulldog school community is so proud!

Olympian Katie 
Nageotte Brings 
Gold Home to 
Bulldog Country

Following the formal program, community 
members lined up for a special meet and greet 
opportunity with the new Gold Medalist. Katie 
greeted fans and signed photos late into the 
evening, staying until she had the opportunity to 
connect with every last person in line!    
This event was made possible through the 
coordination and collaboration of the City of 
Olmsted Falls, Olmsted Township and Olmsted 
Falls City Schools. An extra special thank you 
goes out to our local and regional safety forces 
for their dedication and comprehensive support 
in ensuring a safe event. Local businesses and 
organizations including American Legion Post 
717, Angelina’s Pizza, Boy Scout Pack #102, 
DJ Melanie, Heidelberg Distributing, Master 
Printing, Olmsted Falls Athletic Boosters, 
Pioneer Athletics, Shaker’s IGA, Tony K’s and 
United Rentals also supported the event with 
donations and/or volunteers.  
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is no evidence to suggest that scoring 
well on standardized tests improves 
the long-term outcomes for students. In 
fact, such a model shrinks the content 
of the curriculum and focuses on high 
test scores rather than deep and engaged 
learning.  
Over the course of the next 18 to 24 
months a group of internal stakeholders 
will learn more about how to create and 
implement a school district accountability 
model that will be focused on making our 
organization greater. Rather than looking 
at what happened last year using what is 
essentially a rear view mirror approach, 
we will employ a forward facing design 
that’ll focus on the benefits that students, 
parents and citizens want and expect 
from their school district. That which 
we communicate will be in a language 
that is easily understood and one that 
purposefully removes the educational 
jargon. I look forward to reporting more 
about this to you as we engage in some 
very significant professional learning as a 
school district. 
- Dr. Jim Lloyd
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This year’s 
first round of 
“Bulldog Best” 
award winners 
at Falls-Lenox 
Primary School 
were thrilled 
to be part of 
the official 
unveiling of the 
new Bulldog 
Book Vending 
Machine in early 
September. A 
ribbon cutting 
got the morning 
started, 
followed by a steady stream of Bulldog Best winners with shiny 
new tokens in hand! Each student got to use the token and select a 
book of their choosing from this exciting new machine! Every week, 
teachers from each class nominate a student for the Bulldog Best 
award for exemplifying the Bulldog Way by being safe, respectful, 
responsible and kind! The custom Bulldog-themed machine was 
purchased by the District.  Falls-Lenox/ECC PTA partnered with 
the building to donate an awesome collection of brand new books 
to stock the amazing new machine.  Students are so excited for 
their chance to use the Bulldog Book Vending Machine!  What a 
fantastic new addition to the building! 

Bulldog Book Vending Machine Delivers Books 
and Smiles to Bulldog Best Winners

Top left: The new 
Bulldog Book Vending 
Machine at Falls-Lenox 
Primary School awaits 
official unveiling.
Top right: Students, 
staff and PTA celebrate 
the arrival of the Book 
Vending Machine.
Bottom left: A 
brief ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and we’re in 
business!
Bottom right: Now we 
have to decide which 
book to choose.
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At its Annual President’s Dinner held September 1, 2021, Playhouse 
Square shined a spotlight on innovative efforts at our Olmsted Falls 
Early Childhood Center to continue to provide enriching theatre 
experiences for students. While not able to host traditional, in-person 
field trips to Playhouse Square last year due to theater closures 
associated with the pandemic, Playhouse Square provided opportunities 

for students across the region to experience 
performances virtually.  
Kindergarten teacher Ms. Tami Doyle 
got extra creative and, with the support 
of Falls-Lenox/ECC PTA, led an effort 
to take the whole experience up a level 
for her classroom and the neighboring 
kindergarten class of Mrs. Lauri Roberto.  
They not only streamed the performance 
of the play “The Snail and The Whale” 
for their students, but also replicated the 
theater experience right here at the ECC.  
Students dressed up for school on the day 
of the event, had customized theater tickets 
in hand, and walked a red carpet where 
they were met by “Red Coat Ushers” (just 
like at Playhouse Square!) who escorted 
them to individually assigned seats.  
Classroom seating was reinvented into 
theater-style with carpet squares serving as 

“floor” seats, milk crates as “mezzanine” seats and regular classroom 
chairs making up the “balcony.” Before the play began, students were 
treated to a virtual tour of the beautiful Playhouse Square complex 
as well as the preshow “Buzz Talk” led by Mrs. Lauri Roberto who 
utilized online material provided by the theatre. After the show, 
students participated in on-camera, post-show interviews to share their 
reactions! 

Playhouse Square Highlights 
Early Childhood Center 
Partnership and Innovation

Kindergarten teacher 
Ms. Doyle speaks to 
guests at Playhouse 
Square’s Annual 
President’s Dinner 
about the innovative 
efforts to enhance 
the virtual theater 
experience for a 
group of kindergarten 
students at the Early 
Childhood Center.

Playhouse Square was so impressed 
with the innovations that Ms. Doyle 
and her team brought to the program 
that they invited her to speak about 
it at their annual President’s Dinner 
hosted for Playhouse Square donors in 
early September. While in-person field 
trips to Playhouse Square are planned 
to resume for our students this school 
year, Ms. Doyle noted that the ECC will 
also plan to pursue more virtual theater 
opportunities as well - with efforts 
expanding to all ten kindergarten 
classes this year. Our youngest Bulldogs 
can look forward to their traditional in-
person trip to the theater, plus another 
virtual theater experience (“Billy 
Goats Gruff & Other Puppet Tales”) – 
doubling their exposure to the world of 
performing arts!
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Remaining on Track for
Continued Financial Improvement

FINANCIAL FORECAST

Fiscal Year In 
Review
The month of June 
is always the final 
chapter of the 
District’s financial 
performance for the 
fiscal year, which 
runs annually from 
July 1 through June 
30. For Olmsted Falls 
City Schools, Fiscal 
Year 21 (July 1, 2020 
- June 30, 2021) was 
a challenging time. In 
July 2020, our general 
fund hit rock bottom 
with an ending cash 
balance of $75,000.  
In the months prior 
to that reality, several 

key changes were made, and we had started to realize 
the effects of the recently passed levy. In order to 
ensure payroll and other operating expenses were able 
to be met, the district borrowed $2.5M through a Tax 
Anticipation Note (TAN). That money was placed on 
the sidelines to be used only if necessary. Through 
the results realized from expense reduction measures 
and the benefits received from federal assistance as 
a result of the pandemic, the proceeds from the TAN 
remain fully intact, and we will begin the three year 
repayment process this fall.
FY21 ended with a general fund cash balance of 
$6.17M, inclusive of the TAN. This provides the 
district with a bit more breathing room, but work 
still remains. Our efforts center around stabilization, 
projections, predictability, and transparency. We hold 
ourselves accountable and evaluate ourselves in how 
we perform financially, and we want to make certain 
that we are keeping everyone informed as to our 
standing throughout the year.

Primary Revenue Resources
The revenue challenges in our district remain. We have 
two primary sources at this time, State Aid and Real 
Estate Tax. Both sources are fairly stable, yet neither 
provides much, if any, growth potential. The State did 
implement a new funding methodology this year, but 
it provided very little increase to us over the next two 
years. Olmsted Falls is considered a wealthy district 
by the State of Ohio, therefore the aid our district 
receives from the State is less than those districts at 
the other end of the wealth scale. Real estate levies 
are designed to bring in fixed dollar amounts and 
effective millage is adjusted by the county auditor to 
bill and collect at that voted amount. Our growth is 
limited to inside millage and new construction. As we 
are completing the triennial update, we do anticipate 
a slight increase in real estate collections due to those 
two factors. These increases have previously been 
included in our forecasts.

Refinancing of Prior Bond
As the voting community has been supportive of 
OFCS over the years, we always want to ensure that 
we are doing our best to structure, and restructure 

debt in a manner that provides the least 
amount of burden to the taxpayer. As 
such, in reviewing our current bond 
debt, we’ve found an opportunity 
to potentially refund or ‘refinance’ 

some outstanding debt in a manner 
that may be able to  save our taxpayers 

money over the remaining life of the bonds. We’ll 
continue to monitor the situation with the positive 
support of the Board of Education, the law firm of 
Squire Patton Boggs LLP as Bond Counsel, and Stifel 
Nicolaus & Company as our Underwriters.
We’ll continue our quest to be good stewards 
of the taxpayer dollars, working to leverage our 
resources with maximum efficiency, to provide the 
best educational opportunities for our students and 
maintain a school system of which our community 
remains proud supporters.

Brett Robson, Treasurer, 
Chief Financial Officer

We’ll continue our 
quest to be good 
stewards of the 
taxpayer dollars...
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CHILD FIND NOTICE
School districts across the State participate in an effort to 
identify, locate and evaluate all children from birth through 
21 years of age who may have disabilities. Disability, in 
this instance, means such conditions as hearing or visual 
impairments, speech or language impairments, learning 
or behavioral disabilities, multiple disabilities, other health 
impairments, physical impairments, autism and traumatic 
brain injury as defined by the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA). A referral may be initiated by parents or 
agencies knowledgeable of the child’s needs. Upon receipt 
of a referral, Olmsted Falls City Schools will seek further 
information about the child using a variety of possible sources 
such as interviews, screening and testing to determine 
whether the child qualifies for special education services.  All 
information will be held in strict confidence and released only 
with parental permission or as required by law. Please contact 
Dr. Shannon Goss, Director of Student Services at (440) 427-
6530 or sgoss@ofcs.net for more information or assistance.

EARLY ENTRANCE NOTICE
Children must be five years old by August 1st to enroll for 
Kindergarten classes in Olmsted Falls School District. The 
District is frequently contacted with questions regarding early 
entrance of children into Kindergarten. According to Ohio 
Administrative Code, if a child does not turn age 5 by the 
District cut-off date (August 1st) but turns 5 by January 1st, 
the parent may request that the child be tested for possible 
placement in Kindergarten. Children who do not meet the 
mandatory cut-off date (August 1st) cannot be admitted 
into Kindergarten unless they meet the criteria for early 
admission pursuant with the District’s adopted Acceleration 
Policy for Advanced Learners. The standards, which have 
been established by the District for the purpose of early 
admittance, emphasize skills and characteristics which 
correlate with success in an academically-oriented program. 
The evaluation is designed to identify those children who 
are functioning at a superior level in all developmental areas 
including intelligence, academic readiness, social/emotional 
maturity, verbal abilities and physical development. To discuss 
the appropriateness of early entrance for an individual child, 
please contact Olmsted Falls Early Childhood Center Principal 
Mrs. Dora Bechtel at (440) 427-6360 or dbechtel@ofcs.net, or 
Assistant Superintendent Mrs. Kelli Cogan at (440) 427-6000 
or kcogan@ofcs.net.

FEDERAL FUNDS NOTICE
Federal Funds are provided to school districts on an annual 
basis for specific programs.  Though these Federal Funds 
amount to less than 3% of the total general fund, they are 
used judiciously to supplement District teaching and learning 
programs in areas such as special education, reading, math, 
professional development, and early childhood education. If 
you wish to provide input or have questions, please contact 
Mrs. Kelli Cogan, Assistant Superintendent, at (440) 427-6000 
or kcogan@ofcs.net, or Dr. Shannon Goss, Director of Student 
Services, at (440) 427-6530 or sgoss@ofcs.net.

GIFTED IDENTIFICATION NOTICE
The Olmsted Falls City Schools gifted identification plan 
identifies students in the areas of superior cognitive ability, 
specific academic ability, creative thinking ability, and visual 
and/or performing arts ability. The identification process 
consists of three phases: referral, screening and assessment.  
Specific criteria for identification are used for each area. 

A teacher or parent may refer children for identification by 
completing and submitting the application form, available at 
each building, during the first week in September or the first 
week in March. Additional information may be obtained by 
contacting Mrs. Kelli Cogan, Assistant Superintendent at (440) 
427-6000 or kcogan@ofcs.net. 

PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TRANSPORTATION 
Those parents or guardians of students in grades K-8 who 
reside in Olmsted Falls City School District but attend a 
chartered non-public elementary or secondary school that 
we do not provide transportation to may be eligible for 
reimbursement for transportation. The school of attendance 
must be 30 minutes or less traveling time via school bus from 
the Olmsted Falls school that the student would normally 
attend. Travel time is calculated from portal-to-portal at the 
time the bus would normally transport a student to school in 
the morning. If you feel that you may qualify for Payment in 
Lieu of Transportation, a written request must be received 
by December 1, 2021. Please submit to Board of Education, 
Attn: Director of Business, P.O. Box. 38010, Olmsted Falls, 
OH, 44138. Please include in your correspondence: name 
and grade of student, name and complete address of the 
non-public school the student attends, and your contact 
information. 

STUDENT DIRECTORY INFORMATION 
NOTICE
The Olmsted Falls School District designates the following 
items as “Directory Information:” a student’s name; address; 
telephone number; date and place of birth; major field of 
study; participation in officially-recognized activities and 
sports; height and weight, if a member of an athletic team; 
dates of attendance; date of graduation; awards received; 
honor rolls; or scholarships. Parents and/or eligible students 
have ten (10) days after receipt of this public notice to view 
the student’s “Directory Information” and to provide notice in 
writing to the school district that they choose not to have this 
information released. Unless notified to the contrary in writing 
within the ten (10) school-day period, the school may disclose 
any of these items designated as “Directory Information” 
without prior written consent. Directory information shall not 
be provided to any organization for profit-making purposes. 
The Board shall not permit the collection, disclosure, or use of 
personal information collected from students for the purpose 
of marketing or for selling that information (or otherwise 
providing that information to others for that purpose).

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE
Voluntary Student Accident Insurance is available.  An 
information link is accessible on-line. If interested in obtaining 
a form or additional information, please visit www.ofcs.net and 
click on OFCS District Forms/Links through navigation at top 
of page.

ASBESTOS REPORT INFORMATION
Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), the Asbestos 
Abatement Contractors Licensing Act, and the Ohio Public 
Employment Risk Reduction Act (PERRA), Olmsted Falls 
Schools recognizes the responsibility to maintain a program 
of periodic surveillance and inspection of facilities containing 
asbestos. To that end, Olmsted Falls Board of Education 
provides a “Notification of Progress of Asbestos Related 
Activities” report for review in all District buildings and online 
at www.ofcs.net.

ANNUAL NOTICES
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NEWS AS IT HAPPENS:
OLMSTED FALLS SCHOOLS ON
FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM & TWITTER
There are great things happening every day across 
the Olmsted Falls City School District! Keep up with 
the news and information via the district’s social 
media channels.

facebook.com/olmstedfallsschools

instagram.com/ofcsdistrict

@OFCSDistrict
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Summer 
Learning 
in Bulldog 
Country

More than 300 Bulldog students participated in 
summer learning opportunities in Olmsted Falls 
City Schools thanks to funding available through 
federal Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief [ESSER] funds. The availability 
of these ESSER funds, established in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, provided Olmsted 

Falls City Schools with the resources to expand summer learning 
opportunities this year. 
More than 15 staff members developed a collection of engaging 
summer courses for students in grades 1-12 which took place in 
August. These locally designed classes focused on a variety of 
special topics targeted to specific grade levels including theater, 
music, conservation, sports writing, coding, film, technology, college 
essay writing, AP bootcamp and more!  
In addition to this collection of uniquely themed summer courses, 
the district also provided targeted intervention services for students 
in grades K-5. More than 20 Bulldog staff members supported these 
intervention efforts to help students identified as being in need of 
an extra boost in the areas of reading and/or math skills. Olmsted 
Falls City Schools places high priority on the continual monitoring 
of student learning and on providing extra support where needed to 
ensure student success.  

High school students get a course overview and helpful 
tips during Dr. Mercer’s Advanced Placement United 
States History Bootcamp course.

Elementary students enjoy a session of Mr. Bartkowski’s 
Lights Up, Bulldogs: An Introduction to Drama! class 
offered for students entering grades 1-3 this summer.
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We are full steam ahead with 
the 2021-2022 school year, and 
so grateful to have students back 
in our buildings, in person, five 
days a week. While the pandemic 
is not yet behind us, we were 
able to open this new year with 
a focus on returning to the 
traditional classroom learning 
and extracurricular activities our 
Bulldog families and community 
value and expect. Sensible health 
and safety protocols remain a 
priority and we appreciate the 
ongoing support and flexibility of 
our staff, students and families 
as we continue to monitor local 
COVID data and activate the 
district’s facial covering policy 
when needed.    
Our students definitely returned 
ready to learn and excited to be 
back in our school buildings full 
time! Many took advantage of 
summer learning opportunities 
provided by the district through the 
use of Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief [ESSER] 
funds. Our own Bulldog staff 
members developed a variety of 
engaging programming for Bulldog 
students. From elective-style, in-
person enrichment classes to a 
variety of subject and skill focused 
learning links, we were pleased to 
be able to provide these summer 
resources.   

With fall now in full swing, 
athletics and arts activities are 
well underway and thriving – yet 
another sign of renewal and a 
return of normalcy in Bulldog 
country. In our buildings, 
classrooms are buzzing with 
student engagement and excitement 
over being back full-time. Our 
administrators and staff haven’t 
missed a beat as they are truly 
dedicated each day to finding 
new ways to inspire and empower 
students. Our community 
partnerships are also thriving once 
again with the ability to reconnect 
in person. 
As a learning organization, 
Olmsted Falls City School District 
remains dedicated to ensuring we 
are providing high quality, well-
rounded, and engaging educational 
opportunities for our students 
each day. We look forward to 
being able to further and more 
directly engage with our school 
families and community about the 
educational experiences you value 
most, and work on new ways to 
report our district’s many stories of 
success. This year, we are excited 
to begin the process of building 
a True Accountability system for 
Olmsted Falls Schools. Our district 
has joined other school districts 
across the state, and around the 

By Superintendent 
Jim Lloyd, Ed.D.THE BULLDOG WAY

country, in this long-overdue 
effort to provide more meaningful 
accountability measures for local 
communities. Read more inside 
about how Olmsted Falls City 
Schools is leading the way to True 
Accountability. 
In closing, we continue to be 
incredibly appreciative of the 
ongoing support of our staff, our 
students and their families, and 
our entire Bulldog community.  
Keeping students in school, in 
person, remains our top priority 
and your support makes this 
possible! Thank you!
Sincerely, 
Dr. Jim Lloyd

Starting Strong, Staying Strong

Fall 2021

With help from several students, 
Dr. Lloyd officially opened the 
new Book Vending Machine at 
Falls-Lenox Primary School in 
September. See story and more 
photos inside.
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